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Agencies’ united call
for action on climate

CARITAS Internationalis has
joined other humanitarian
organisations in calling for
world leaders to take bold
action on global warming,
which will have a disastrous
effect on the world’s poor and
hungry.

Climate change is already
undermining efforts to help the
more than one billion people
now suffering from lack of
food, and without drastic mea-
sures to limit its effects, “the
risk of hunger and malnutrition
could increase by an unprece-
dented scale within the next
decades,” according to Caritas
Internationalis.

Caritas, the umbrella organi-
sation for 164 Catholic charities
including CAFOD, SCIAF and
Trocaire, said it has signed a
joint statement addressed to
environmental ministers and
other officials who will partici-
pate in the UN Summit for Cli-
mate Change which runs in

Copenhagen from December 7-
18. The message includes both
dire warnings and practical sug-
gestions for action.

The UN World Food Pro-
gramme and UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation, the
World Health Organisation, the
International Federation of the
Red Cross, Oxfam, World
Vision and Save the Children
are the other co-signatories of
the statement.

In their message, the organi-
sations stressed that it is the
world’s most vulnerable people,
especially children, who will
suffer the most from the effects
of catastrophic climate change.

“Climate change will act as
a multiplier of existing threats
to food security,” the statement
read. “It will make natural dis-
asters more frequent and
intense, land and water more
scarce, and increases in food
productivity even harder to
achieve.”

Theology debates are
good news for the faith

THE Catholic Church needs
healthy debates between the-
ologians to increase the
understanding of faith, but
the debate must always
uphold official Church teach-
ing and must be conducted in
a way that does not confuse
the faithful, Pope Benedict
XVI has said.

In particular, the 12th-cen-
tury theological debates
between St Bernard of Clair-
vaux and Abelard, a French
theologian, demonstrate “the
usefulness and necessity of a
healthy theological discussion
in the Church, especially
when the questions debated
have not been defined by the
magisterium, which must
always remain an essential
point of reference,” the Pope
said.

During his weekly general
audience on November 4,
Pope Benedict spoke about

what modern Catholics could
learn from the debates
between St Bernard, who fol-
lowed the monastic theologi-
cal tradition emphasising
faith and prayer, and Abelard,
who followed the scholastic
tradition emphasising the use
of reason.

Abelard’s theological
career was marked several
times by Church condemna-
tions of some of his positions,
particularly regarding what
he taught about the Trinity.

Pope Benedict said the cen-
sures of Abelard’s work were
a reminder that theologians
must be careful to give prece-
dence to the principles of
faith that come from revela-
tion and not to interpretations
suggested by philosophy.

When a theologian strays
into error, the Vatican must
intervene in service of the
truth, said the Pope.
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To a better life: A migrant from Guatemala walks along the railway
tracks toward a freight train in Guadalajara, Mexico. Thousands of
migrants stop in Guadalajara to switch trains during their northward
journey to the United States.

artels target migrants
in wave of kidnappings

By David Agren

MEXICO’S drug-trafficking cartels now
depend heavily on earnings obtained by
kidnapping undocumented migrants and
demanding ransoms from their relatives,
according to a prominent Mexican
politician.

“The extortion of migrants, after drug traf-
ficking, is the largest source of income for
these groups,” Senator Felipe Gonzalez Gon-
zalez, president of the Senate’s Public Secu-
rity Committee, told a forum on the
kidnapping of migrants in Mexico.

Those sentiments were echoed by Catholic
officials who work with migrants. They are
working with a growing number of kidnap-
ping victims who have been tortured, trauma-
tised and sexually assaulted by gangs with
close links to the drug cartels.

“The mafias are getting rich off migrants,”
said Fr Jose Alejandro Solalinde, the director
of the Mexican bishops’ migrant ministry in
southwestern Mexico.

His comments highlight the most recent

hardships for the undocumented migrants
who pass through the country on their way to
the United States.

The migrants lack many basic legal pro-
tections in Mexico and have been preyed
upon by gangs and unscrupulous public offi-
cials. But now they are viewed as a lucrative
source of ernings by the drug cartels, which
have increasingly diversified into other ille-
gal activities to offset losses incurred after the
ongoing crackdown on organised crime.

The kidnappings are a low risk, said Ger-
ardo Laveaga Rendon, director of the
National Institute of Criminal Sciences,
because victimised migrants tend to stay
silent after their ordeals in order to avoid
unsympathetic immigration authorities.

He estimated the cartels collected almost
£15m per month in ransoms.

“A person that’s never going to denounce a
crime, that’s never going to cause a problem,
is an invaluable piece of merchandise for
organised crime,” Mr Laveaga said.

The recent conferences were convened in
response to a July report from the National
Human Rights Commission that 9,758

undocumented migrants were kidnapped
between September 2008 and February 2009.

Two-thirds of the kidnapping victims were
from Honduras, with ransoms demanded as
high as £3,000.

Catholic-run migrant shelters and groups
which help migrants move through Mexico
on their northward journeys provided much
of the information for the report.

They believe the report’s numbers are con-
servative and increasing — especially in the
Gulf coast states of Tabasco and Veracruz,
which are served by trains on which migrants
frequently steal rides after entering the coun-
try from Guatemala.

The representatives report that migrants are
frequently captured as they disembark trains
and wait at bus stations. Others are deceived
by human smugglers known as ‘polleros.’

The kidnappings have become even more
sophisticated as taxi drivers now work as
scouts for the kidnappers, while local police
departments provide security and municipal
governments turn a blind eye.

The Church has called on the army and
police to act against the kidnap gangs.
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Papal beatification plans progressing,
cardinal tells audience at book launch
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his death,” the cardinal said during
a conference to present a new book
on the late Pope’s legacy.

Mgr Slawomir Oder, postulator of
Pope John Paul’s sainthood cause,
also spoke at the conference on
November 4 at the parish of Rome’s
Polish community.

Asked about a date for the beati-
fication of the Pope, who died in
2005, Mgr Oder said the Congrega-
tion for Saints’ Causes was studying
the case and he could not guess
when it would finish.

“I can tell you that we are follow-

these cases. Everything is moving at
a natural rhythm.

“I understand many people want
this to happen sooner, but as Pope
Benedict told us: ‘Do it quickly, but
do it well” And this is what we are
doing,” he said.

Rome’s mayor, Gianni Alemanno,
told reporters in late October that
he expected the beatification would
take place in Rome in 2010, and he
said the city government would
work with the Vatican to facilitate
the visit of a massive group of people
expected to come for the ceremony.

Asked if Mr Alemanno knew
something concrete, Mgr Oder said:
“] think he was expressing the desire
we all have in our hearts.”

“It’s difficult to make any predic-
tion at this point, but one can always

desire is that the beatification would
take place soon. If this desire is
accompanied by prayer, perhaps it
will be fulfilled,” Mgr Oder said.

The conference marked the
launch of a new book about Pope
John Paul’s lasting impact on the
Church and the world.

Written by Gian Franco Svider-
coschi, the book is titled Un Papa
che non Muore: L’Eredita di
Giovanni Paolo II (which translates
as A Pope who Does Not Die: The
Legacy of John Paul IT) and is avail-
able in Italian and in Polish.

Cardinal Re, who served Pope
John Paul in the Vatican Secretariat
of State and then at the Congrega-
tion for Bishops, called the late
Pope “a great man, a great pope and
a great saint”.
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Voluntary work —a Ilfe-changlng experience

YDrfivesimply

By James Trewby
at Bosco Volunteer Action

BOSCO Volunteer Action (BOVA),
the UK Salesians’ overseas volun-
teering organisation, is proud to be a
member of the LiveSimply network.

‘Working alongside other Catholic
organisations struggling to live the
active Christian vocation has been
encouraging and inspiring; from
helping each other to go beyond
worrying about our particular
‘brand’ and marketing, to joined-up
thinking about how we can build up
the Kingdom of God together.

Having said that, when I was
given the chance to write the column
for The Universe 1 jumped at it for
all the ‘wrong’ reasons. Free adver-
tising! A chance to get our name
out there!

Now, sitting down to write it,
D’ve started to reconsider; maybe
this is a good opportunity for some
more joined-up thinking ... perhaps
I shouldn’t concentrate on telling
readers only about volunteering
overseas with the Salesians, but
instead promote something broader
— Catholic organisations which offer
overseas volunteering for people
from the UK?

The brief for writing this column

is to ‘help people to reflect on
aspects of contemporary society and
offer practical examples of commu-
nities taking action to respond’.
There is no doubt that the current
hunger for the ‘gap year’ is an
aspect of contemporary society
worth reflecting on. In the context
of high unemployment, limited
university spaces and a larger than
ever number of retirees, people
of all ages are taking a ‘gap’ from
their lives.

Opportunity

The experience gained from vol-
unteering (at home or overseas) is
being given recognition by universi-
ties and employees. People who’ve
worked for some time are looking
for opportunities to ‘give something
back’. Recent retirees are searching
for chances to use their retirement
usefully and, because there is a
demand, organisations appear to
supply the opportunity.

Unfortunately, not all of these
organisations are quite as good as
they appear at first sight. Compa-
nies, looking for profit and taking
advantage of people’s good inten-
tions, charge large ‘placement fees’,
which don’t necessarily reach the
communities hosting volunteers in
developing countries.

Some organisations offer very
little in terms of preparation, sup-
port and follow-up — vital to making
these experiences useful to both

volunteers and hosts.

A further complication comes
from unrealistic expectations. Volun-
teers sometimes come to me expect-
ing to play a major part in ‘saving
African children’. They find it diffi-
cult when the training makes clear
that although their presence can be
useful, they, the volunteer, will be the
main beneficiary of the experience
and that the challenge lies in their
using the experience to transform
their own lives for the future benefit
of the world.

They come back inspired to ‘live
simply, sustainably and in solidarity
with the poor”, attacking both the
causes and consequences of injus-
tice, having grown through an expe-
rience of faith in action and an
encounter with poverty in a society
different from their own.

The examples of this continuing
involvement are so encouraging.
Returned volunteers have been cam-
paigning about access to anti-retro-
viral drugs, dropping the debt and
climate change.

Thousands of pounds have been
raised for overseas projects through
talks and sponsored events. Some
have considered a religious vocation,
while others have found their way
back to a faith that means some-
thing to them.

Some have become youth workers
or teachers, or found ways to intro-
duce aspects of the ‘global’ into their
work or free time. These experiences
truly can be life-changing.

S

‘Giving something back’: BOVA volunteers

W As well as belonging to the
LiveSimply network, BOVA is also
part of the Lay Missionary Volunteer

Network, a group of organisations
which offer a range of different volun-
teer experiences all over the world.
Between us we’d be happy to receive
inquiries from anyone aged 18
upwards, interested in placements
lasting from a month to a lifetime.
Interested in volunteering? Check
out the following organisations:
Assumption Volunteer Programme
www.alvp.org.uk
Bosco Volunteer Action
www.boscovolunteeraction.co.uk
Columban Lay Missionary
www.columbans.co.uk

Jesuit Missions Volunteering
www.jesuitmissions.org.uk

Mill Hill Associates
www.millhillmissionaries.com

Sacred Hearts Associates
www.sacredhearts.org

Volunteer Missionary Movement
www.togethervmm.weebly.com

For more information about BOVA,
g0 to www.bovavolunteeraction.co.uk
or call 01625 560724.

Livesimply is a network of more than
60 Catholic and ecumenical organisa-
tions which supports communities to
live more simply, sustainably and in
solidarity with poor communities at
home and overseas.
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